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Dutch Maid Bakery – Tracy City, Tennessee

The Dutch Maid Bakery is located on Main Street in Tracy City, Tennessee and has occupied this location for over 100 years.  The historic landmark is an inspiration to many tourists and has overcome many economic difficulties through the years, but yet they remained.  The lady who operated the bakery successfully for many years passed away in early 2003 and left the business to her son, who moved back to Tracy City from out of state and tried to make a go of the business.  Due to lack of experience, the son was unable to keep the business going and was forced to close the store in early 2004.  The store’s closing was brought on due in part to a lack of good business practices and a failure to adequately market the Bakery to today’s internet and tourism business.

The new owner, Cindy Day, purchased the land, building and equipment with the help of an IRP and EDA loan in the combined amount of $120,000 through SLDC.  The new owner added a full line of wedding and special occasion cakes to the established cornerstone products that the Dutch Maid Bakery has been known for over the years.  Additionally, Ms. Day has added catering for special events and area businesses and has been met with encouragement from the community.  The Dutch Maid Bakery is the only full service bakery within a 25-mile radius of Tracy City.  Ms. Day brings over 18 years of experience in the baking industry and in owning her own business to this project, which has been an overwhelming success (see photos in Appendix), and has once again become a vital part of the town’s business district and a contributor to the city/county tax base.  A total of six (6) new jobs will be created within two (2) years.
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