Helping Small Businesses Succeed

TSI of Chattanooga

Tammy Loper first came to the Southeast Women’s Business Center (SEWBC) in March 2005 to get business counseling on opening her own business, including business planning and working capital.  Over the course of the next two months she met several times with our staff and finalized a business plan she was confident of and was feasible, and began the process of purchasing a franchise that was opened in May 2005.  This new business, TL Marketing d/b/a TSI of Chattanooga specializes in custom publications for hotels to distribute to their guests upon arrival.  

In order to complete the purchase of the franchise and cover the costs of the initial publication, Ms. Loper was in need of an unsecured working capital loan.  The SEWBC assisted her with the application for an SBA Community Express Loan, which was approved, but not in a large enough amount to fulfill her needs.  At this point we contacted Cornerstone Bank and arranged an introduction, which resulted in Ms. Loper obtaining a business line of credit in the amount of $50,000.  To date, Ms. Loper has completed guides in the Chattanooga, Hixson and Dalton, GA areas and due to high demand is beginning an additional publication for the Dalton area.
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Tammy Loper presenting first publication to management of Wingate Inn







